
Exxon Valdez case lingers
The legal battle from the nation’s worst environmental disaster reaches the U.S. Supreme Court. A history:

March 24, 1989
Exxon Valdez tanker runs
aground; more than 11 million gallons 
(4 million cu. m) of crude oil spilled

1990 Captain Joe Hazelwood found not guilty of drunk 
driving and grounding; guilty of negligent discharge of oil

1991 Exxon agrees to plead guilty to four environmental
crimes, pay government $125 million in criminal fines,
pay $900 million to settle civil lawsuits filed by government;
money used for cleanup, restoration scientific studies

1994 About 3,500 Alaska natives settle suit for $20 million for damage 
to subsistence hunting, gathering; separately, fisherman, land and 
business owners win $287 million in damages, $5 billion in punitive 
damages; Exxon vows to appeal

2001-07 Multiple circuit court rulings and appeals by Exxon;
after court declines to reconsider reducing punitive award now cut
to $2.5 billion, Exxon appeals to Supreme Court
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