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Helping to bring security, stability and foster development in Afghanistan
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ISAF Commander’s statement following US President’'s announcement

KABUL, Afghanistan (Dec. 2) - The statement of General Stanley McChrystal,
Commander NATO International Security Assistance Force and U.S. Forces
Afghanistan following the address by The President of the United States:

“The Afghanistan-Pakistan review led by the President has provided me with a
clear military mission and the resources to accomplish our task. The clarity,
commitment and resolve outlined in the President’s address are critical steps toward
bringing security to Afghanistan and eliminating terrorist safe havens that threaten
regional and global security.

“The NATO International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) objective is equally
clear: We will work toward improved security for Afghanistan and the transfer of
responsibility to Afghan security forces as rapidly as conditions allow. In the
meantime, our Afghan partners need the support of Coalition forces while we grow
and develop the capacity of the Afghan army and police. That will be the main focus
of our campaign in the months ahead.

“The 42 other nations of the Coalition will benefit from a strengthened U.S.
commitment, as success in Afghanistan must be an international, integrated civil-
military effort — from our security and training capacity to the governance and
economic development assistance that sustains long-term stability. The concerted
commitment of the international community will prevail in bringing real change to
Afghanistan -- a secure and stable environment that allows for effective governance,
improved economic opportunity and the freedom of every Afghan to choose how they
live.

“We face many challenges in Afghanistan, but our efforts are sustained by one
unassailable reality: neither the Afghan people nor the international community want
Afghanistan to remain a sanctuary for terror and violence. The coalition is encouraged
by President Obama's commitment and we remain resolute to empowering the Afghan
people to reject the insurgency and build their own future.”

- ends -
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ISAF Public Affairs Office

Primary: Tel 93 (0) 799 51 2919 / 2286 / 2928

Mobile: 93 (0) 797 140 031 (out of hours)

E-mail: pressoffice@hg.isaf.nato.int / USFOR-A-MediaRelations@afghan.swa.army.mil
Website: www.nato.int/isaf

Notes for Editors:

1. Broadcast quality video of ISAF operations can be downloaded here and www.natochannel.tv
2. The latest High Resolution stills can be downloaded for news purposes here

3. Follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/ISAFmedia & http://twitter.com/usfora

4. Become a fan of our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/usforcesafghanistan
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