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A 1975 treaty set the center of the Shatt 
al-Arab channel as a southern border 
between Iran and Iraq. Saddam Hussein 
canceled the treaty five years later, and 
the new Iraqi government and Iran have 
not signed a new treaty on their 
sovereignty over the waterway. 
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Nearly all oil 
exported 
from Iraq 
passes near 
the mouth of 
the Shatt 
al-Arab

Controversial waters


